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Lesson Plan 1: 
Cities of Late Antiquity 
 
General Description of Lesson Plan: Students will read about and examine visuals to 
compare and contrast the cities of the Middle East during the period between Alexander and 
Muhammad. 
 
Created By:  M. Matijevic, Mount Carmel High School, Chicago, IL 
 
Subject Area(s): World History, World Geography 
 
For Grade Level(s): 9-10 
 
Time Needed: Two Class periods 
 
Outcomes/Objectives:  
Students will examine various sources to identify locations, architectural styles, commercial, 
social, religious, physical features, etc., of selected cities of the Middle East in late antiquity. 
 
Students will present their findings in brief oral presentations to their classmates. 
 
Materials:  

• Maps of the Roman Empire, the DIR and ORB Ancient and Medieval Atlas, Christos 
Nussli, www.romanemperors.org/Index.htm 

• Selected items from the Webliography 
• Selected items from the Films and Videos 
• Visuals from the Module: 

 1—Temple of Jupiter, Baalbek, Lebanon 
 2—Roman Theatre at Bostra, Syria 
 3—Roman Highway Milestone, Aqaba 
 4—Jerusalem Mosaic, Madaba 
 6—St. Catherine’s Sinai Monastery 
 7—Qalaat Siman, Syria 
 8—Underground Sistern 
 9—Walls of Diyarbekir, Turkey 
 10—Walls of Halabiya-Zenobia 
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 12—Ruins of Jerash 
 13—Abu Mina 
 14—White Monastery, Sohag 
 15—Palmyra 
 
Suggested Procedure(s): 
Students will divide into small groups (2 or 3 students) and randomly select one of the 
Visuals from the Module. 
Students will consult the maps and locate the city they have randomly selected. 
Students will consult one item from the Webliography and/or the Films and Video. 
Then, small groups will prepare an oral presentation about their city for their classmates.   
 
Oral Presentations should: 

• Be no more than three to five minutes in length. 
• Be presented as if the small group were “travel agents” of the Middle East. 
• Include information on location—maybe using a map, a drawing, an Internet 

connection to show the location. 
• Offer details on the nature of the city they are presenting. 
• And…make a pitch for why their city is the most representative of the cities of 

Late Antiquity. 
• In the end, the class will vote for the small group that most effectively “sells” 

their city. 
• Offer an annotated bibliography of the sources they consulted. 

 
Evaluation/Assessment Strategies:  
--Students will be evaluated on their collaborative effort (working together effectively to 
accomplish the tasks within the allotted time). 
--Students’ oral presentation will be assessed for clarity, content, convincing argument and 
attention to the parameters above. 
Use the included Rubric  

Use these guiding questions to spur discussion in your classroom: 

1. What are the qualities that exemplify Late Antiquity? 
 
2. Which city is most representative of those qualities and why?
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Evaluation Rubric: 
Late Antiquity: Cities of Late Antiquity; Oral Presentation 

Teacher Name:  

Student Name: ________________________________________________________________________ 
CATEGORY 20  18  15  12 

Description  Makes a complete 
and detailed 
description of the 
subject matter. 

Makes a detailed 
description of 
most of the 
subject matter.  

Makes a detailed 
description of 
some of the 
subject matter.  

Descriptions are 
not detailed or 
complete.  

Analysis  Accurately 
describes several 
dominant 
elements or 
principles and 
accurately relates 
how they are 
reinforced as to 
the theme.  

Accurately 
describes a 
couple of 
dominant 
elements and 
principles and 
accurately relates 
how these are 
reinforced as to 
the theme. 

Describes some 
dominant 
elements and 
principles but has 
difficulty 
describing how 
these relate to the 
theme.  

Has trouble 
picking out the 
dominant 
elements.  

Interpretation  Forms a 
somewhat 
reasonable 
hypothesis about 
the meaning of 
the issue and 
supports with 
evidence from the 
work.  

Group identifies 
the meaning and 
significance of the 
work.  

Relates how the 
work is significant.  

Student finds it 
difficult to interpret 
the meaning of 
the work.  

Comprehension  Student is able to 
accurately answer 
almost all 
questions posed 
by classmates 
about the topic.  

Student is able to 
accurately answer 
most questions 
posed by 
classmates about 
the topic.  

Student is able to 
accurately answer 
a few questions 
posed by 
classmates about 
the topic.  

Student is unable 
to accurately 
answer questions 
posed by 
classmates about 
the topic.  

Preparedness  Student is 
completely 
prepared and has 
obviously 
rehearsed.  

Student seems 
very prepared but 
might have 
needed a couple 
more rehearsals.  

The student is 
somewhat 
prepared, but it is 
clear that 
rehearsal was 
lacking.  

Student does not 
seem at all 
prepared to 
present.  

 


